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February 2009 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
This will be the final newsletter that you will receive from me as Principal. I was pleased to be 
seconded in March 2006 from my substantive Headship at Pewsey Vale School, and I felt 
compelled to apply to stay at Wyvern having completed a few weeks in the secondment. The 
journey of the College is much documented, I am really proud to have led the school to a very 
secure position with good staff, improving buildings with students who, for the most part are 
happy, and achieve their academic targets. This transformation would not have been possible 
without the unwavering support of the staff, Governors, parents/carers, the Local Authority, the 
Diocese of Salisbury, members of the community, and perhaps most importantly, the students. I 
thank all with whom I have worked for their contribution throughout my three years. Until the end of 
the school year in July, I leave the school in the very capable hands of Mr Chris Tomes who will be 
Acting Principal, supported by a talented senior team. I have every confidence that together, they 
will guide the College so that it continues on its journey to become the school of first choice for the 
boys who live in the catchment area. For myself, I am really looking forward to a few weeks 
holiday before taking post in April at the John Hanson School in Andover. 
 
The Proposed Academy at Laverstock 
I find myself repeating what I have stated in the previous several newsletters. I am informed that 
discussions continue with the Department for Children, Schools and Families who have yet to 
indicate their support or otherwise about taking the project to the next stage. I understand that an 
announcement is imminent and we will be sure to advise you at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Proposed Change to the Start of the School Day 
Many thanks for the responses that we received from parents/carers about the proposal for the 
school day to start a little earlier in September 2009. I am presently consulting with the staff and 
students, after which we shall be in a position to decide whether we shall be taking the proposal 
forward to the College Governors. We will keep you informed through this regular newsletter. 
 
Mr Patrick Griffey 
Following a period of temporary ill health, Pat Griffey has decided to retire from the College. Mr 
Griffey has been a highly committed servant to Highbury School for Boys, and latterly Wyvern 
College, for 33 years. In this time he has undertaken a number of different roles, including the 
position of senior teacher. In this position, he will have had contact with many thousands of 
students and their parents over the years. Mr Griffey may be best remembered for his love of, and 
commitment to Athletics, both as an athlete himself and as a coach. He has played a leading role 
in local, regional and I believe, national administration of Athletics, and I know that it is his 
intention to continue with this vocation. On behalf of all of the students, parents, staff and 
Governors that Mr Griffey has worked with, I would like to offer our sincere thanks and wish him 
good health and success in all that he goes on to do.  
 
Richard Butler, Principal  
 
If there are any readers of this newsletter who would like to write a personal message to Pat 
Griffey, please send them to the school address and we will forward them to him. 



Greenhouse for our Organic Garden 
I did not think that I would say this but we have now collected enough 2 litre plastic bottles to build 
our greenhouse. Thanks to all who participated in the bottles appeal but special thanks to staff, 
students and parents of 10 EMo and 8 NLe. However the bottles will not stand up on their own and 
we now need the following materials so that the students can construct the greenhouse and start 
propagating: 
 
Material  Quantity/Amount  
1mm green plastic garden wire 100m 
Door bolts or latches 2 
Door hinges 4 
1 inch staples 1 kg 
3mm fencing wire (not high tensile) 350m 
Screws 
Round- headed 
Round-headed 
Countersunk 

 
1 box 200 8 x ¾ 
1 box 200 8 x 1 ¼ 
1 box 200 8 x 2 

Coach screws 4 x 12mm x 250mm long 
Nails 100mm Approx 10 nails 
L plates 90 x 90 x 63mm 16 
Fence posts 100mm x 100mm 2.4m x 14 
Fencing slats 100mm x 20mm 4.2 x 10 lengths 
Decking 100mm x 35mm 3.9m x 1 length 
Ready mixed post mix 17 x 25kgs 
 
If you or any business contacts you have would be able to help with any of these materials could 
you please let me know – the students are getting very excited about actually creating a whole 
building! 
 
Alison Brodrick, Learning Resource Centre 
abrodrick@wyverncollege.wilts.sch.uk 
 
Outdoor Activities week at Pencelli Outdoor Educati on Centre 2009  
Experience different outdoor challenges in Mid- Wales! Rock climbing, mountain biking, canoeing, 
caving and gorge walking, along with a full programme of evening activities. This very popular trip 
is limited to 30 places. 
 
WHO?               Years 7, 8 and 9. 
WHEN?              Sunday 10th - to Friday 15th May 2009 
COST?  £245 all-inclusive 
 
If you would like your son to attend this exciting trip please contact Mr Ged West at the College 
gwest@wyverncollege.wilts.sch.uk 
 
Calls Home and to Parents 
Please may we remind parents/carers and students that call home relating to illness, during the 
school day, should be made via the College Reception and not by the student direct on a mobile 
telephone. Students are instructed not to accept texts or phone calls during lessons and we 
therefore ask that parents/carers do not make calls at these times, thus avoiding unnecessary 
incidents. If there is an urgent matter please contact reception on 01722 500700. 
 
Louise Wood, Business Manager 
lwood@wyverncollege.wilts.sch.uk 
 
 



Work Experience Year 10 
This year work experience will take place from 11th May until 22nd May. This is a very worthwhile 
experience and one that should be undertaken by all students in Year 10. To date most students 
have found work placements, but there are still a few who have not yet found anything and time is 
running out. If your son needs help in finding a placement, contact Mrs Brodrick in the Learning 
Resource Centre. There is also a web site that can be accessed at home or in the College which 
shows all the placements that are still available: http//www.wex.s-cool.co.uk/learner 
 
Trip to Porton Down  
Porton Down, cows with six legs, 20ft chickens, thirteen Wyvern College students and Mrs Rigg.  
On the 12th December 2008, a team of Year 10 students went to uncover the truths of the Porton 
Down Research Facility. There were no six legged cows and no super tall chickens, but a promise 
of an enthralling day out to see how hard it was to work in level three containment chambers, to 
see dead MRSA viruses, use an array of scientific equipment and get a chance to glimpse the 
wonders of an electron microscope which offers scientists the chance to look at objects at 2 million 
times magnification. 
 
When we arrived at the gatehouse, there was extremely tight security. Photos taken, badges 
issued; we were led down to the main lecture hall where we listened to several interesting lectures 
on various aspects of life at ‘the Down’ and an outline of types of bacteria that were studied and 
grown in the laboratories. We then had a chance to try on some of the protective clothing used 
when dealing with and working with bacteria. I was lucky enough to be able to try on a paper tyvex 
suit as used by forensic scientists at crime scenes. 
 
After a tasty buffet lunch, it was our opportunity to have a ‘hands on’ experience of some of the 
things that the scientists do every day.  Firstly, we carried out a dexterity test in a high containment 
chamber, a chamber with negative pressure, so the gloves that were attached to the machine 
were sucked inside which made it very difficult to move and operate! Then we had the chance to 
use fancy pipettes to transfer some glowing liquid from one container to another. Then we headed 
off to look at some fermenters, in which they grew the nasty pathogens and bugs, with a look at 
the electron microscope showing images of them. Finally, we looked around the first response 
room, where any actions after a bio-attack would take place. An extremely interesting day out was 
had by all.  
 
Andy Warrington 10VSt 

 

 
 



Worship 
This term Year 7 students have led the school in reflections on the theme of making changes 
linking the theme to their experience of moving from Primary School to Secondary School and how 
the many differences have changed them as individuals. The students with the help of their tutors 
gave real insight to the other students on the experiences they face. Our College motto of 
Courage, Commitment and Compassion was clearly evident in their presentations.  
 
Year 10 students in their week of reflections focussed on the theme of fair trade and being fair 
giving opportunity for our community to think about the many things we take for granted in our 
lives. The wide range of fair trade products on show were impressive demonstrating how the fair 
trade movement has moved forward in the last few years. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the students and staff who contributed to our 
Christmas Service under the leadership of our Head Boy Gareth Bridge. It was encouraging to see 
how the students responded to the many challenges associated with organising a church service. 
 
Members of Sarum House had the opportunity to present a cheque to Naomi House in worship 
this term showing their commitment to the charity work that is growing within the house. Students 
had the opportunity to think about the many services that Naomi House provide for families in the 
community in need of support. 
 
Chris Tomes, Deputy Principal 
ctomes@wyverncollege.wilts.sch.uk 
 

Reward Points (Top Ten students in each house) 
Longford      Rockbourne 
George Fenwick 7KSt 438 
James White 7KSt 416 
William Trilsbach 7KSt 395 
Asher Mckeown 7KSt 377 
Kyle Ingram 7KSt 371 
Aiden East 7KSt 360 
Connor Reynolds 7KSt 355 
Oliver Browning 7KSt 354 
Daniel Ingram 8NLe 344 
Dylan Kelly 7KSt 340  

Shane Collas 7PCu 508 
James Foster 7PCu 501 
Joshua Read 7PCu 494 
Lewis Paddington 7PCu 490 
Samuel Wareham 8MGr 409 
James Williams 7PCu 394 
Edward Praulins 7PCu 382 
Joshua Bartlett 9BBu 381 
Craig Estcourt 7PCu 370 
Nathan Hill 7PCu 368  

 
Sarum       Wilton 
David Riches 7GHo 456 
Jake Hartley 7GHo 448 
Jacob Ness 7GHo 435 
Rory Marriott 7GHo 405 
Mark Rowell 7GHo 402 
Taylor Budgell 8JSa 388 
Reece Harper 7GHo 380 
Bradley Cox 7GHo 375 
Ryan Cooper 7GHo 358 
Scott Burden 7GHo 347  

Mark Waters 7PMa 384 
Declan Bradley 7PMa 372 
Harry Capezzuto 7PMa 337 
Joe Rawkins 9JBe 324 
Luke Shears 7PMa 321 
Ewan Fallows 7PMa 317 
Alfie Morgan 7PMa 312 
Sam Paessler 7PMa 303 
Cruz Crick 7PMa 296 
William Price 7PMa 291  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 9 Consultation Evening (including Options Even ing) 
Following the postponement of this event on Monday 2nd February 2009 due to the College being 
closed the event will now take place on Monday 9th February in the College Sports Hall from 
4:30pm until 7pm. 
 
Year 11 Intervention  
Following analysis of the mock exam results and the forecast GCSE grades submitted for each 
subject, a number of students will be offered additional support by their teachers to ensure that 
they achieve their potential grade. In addition, a small group of students has been identified who 
are on track to achieve more than 5 GCSE grades at A*-C but are not forecast a C grade or above 
in either English or Maths. This is the minimum bench mark set by many further education 
providers for entry and is therefore vitally important for our students. I would ask that if your son is 
offered this additional support (information will be sent out over the next few weeks) that you 
impress on him the importance of him committing fully to the support offered. 
 
If you have any further queries please contact me at the College. 
 
Stewart Roderick, Director of Curriculum 
sroderick@wyverncollege.wilts.sch.uk 
 
The New York Exchange Trip 
The New York Exchange – where do I begin? I’d like to start by saying the Exchange just gone 
was absolutely amazing; the thrills literally didn’t stop coming…… 
 
A selection of the sites we saw were the Empire State Building, The Statue of Liberty, Time 
Square, Ellis Island, The 9/11 Tribute (which I can say was a very emotive place). On the weekend 
we arrived, we attended the Theme Park in New Jersey, Six Flags, which had a ride similar to 
Stealth in Thorpe Park, but twice as tall at 456 feet. 
 
My American family also took me, Henry and Stewart to an American Football match at the 
Giants/Jets Stadium, the teams were the NY Jets and the Kansas Chiefs, the atmosphere was 
electric, all you could hear all-around the stadium was ‘J-E-T-S, Jets, Jets, Jets’!!!! That is one 
experience I will not forget in a long while, following this the family took me to a very good Italian 
restaurant also in New Jersey. 
 
The main place we spent most of our time was St. Edmund’s Preparatory School in Brooklyn NY; 
all the students loved our accents, our presence and the way we interacted with the teachers. 
Going into an American school is nothing like education in England. It’s generally better. 
The highlight for me in the whole trip was actually spending time with the American exchange 
students, the whole group; both the Americans and us seemed to get on very well. I enjoyed 
playing basketball with John ‘Penny’ Penalosa at Kerri Gavitt’s party. 
The saying ‘New York never sleeps’ has a lot of truth in it, on two nights during the trip I did not go 
to sleep until the early hours of the morning. Restaurants and Cafés also do not shut until early in 
the morning too!   
 
For anyone considering going next year, I say don’t let anything hold you back, the New York 
Exchange Trip is a once in a lifetime experience. Just the size of the city blows you away; all the 
people you meet are very kind and welcoming. So to everyone considering going… I say GO!!! 
 
Alex Copp 
Year 11 
 
Parent Governor 
We are seeking to appoint a Parent Governor with immediate effect. If you are interested please 
contact the College.  
 
 
 



Friends of Wyvern  
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th February at 7pm in the Conference 
Room at Wyvern College. Please come along and support a small friendly team. Just a few hours 
a year makes a big difference i.e. the Christmas Market Stall raised £300.00 for the Music 
Department. 
We are also looking for Sponsors to fund Wyvern’s Breakfast Club – Any offers? Please contact 
Wendy Jones at Wyvern College. 
 
Wendy Jones, Friends of Wyvern 
wjones@wyverncollege.wilts.sch.uk 
 
Learning Resource Centre 
The Learning Resource Centre is open every day from 08.30 until 16.00. It is open at break and 
lunchtime. From 15.00 until 16.00 it runs as a quiet homework club with two members of staff on 
hand to provide assistance when required. A stationery store is kept in the LRC and students are 
able to purchase any equipment needed with prices starting at 10p for an eraser to £2.00 for a 
calculator. I GB memory sticks are usually available at the very reasonable price of 5.00. Various 
book clubs are run throughout the year and pupils are able to buy popular books at discounted 
prices. The College makes a profit of 20p for every £1.00 spent which helps towards the purchase 
of new books for the LRC. This year the College is collecting books for school tokens that appear 
in the Times and the Sunday Times. Please support us by collecting these tokens and sending 
them in to us. There will be a prize for the student who collects the most. 
 
Alison Brodrick, Resource Centre Manager 
abrodrick@wyverncollege.wilts.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School Closure due to Extreme Weather Conditions 
It was a difficult decision to close the school on 3 days last week due to the unusually poor 
weather. I arrived at the site at 6.00am in order to risk assess the site, and in conjunction with the 
premises staff and neighbouring Headteachers considered that the site presented too high a risk 
for our students and staff. Decisions about school closure need to be made early in the day, and 
we consider a number of factors: 

·  Public highway access for students and staff 
·  Service limitations of public transport 
·  If numbers of staff able to travel are adequate to supervise students who may 

complete the journey 
·  Safety of transit routes around the school 
·  Adequacy of heating  
·  Risk caused by students who play with the snow/ice 

I am pleased that the closure was communicated effectively through the local radio stations and 
that we were only aware of one student who arrived to school as normal. 
 
Club Correze 
Just to let you know that we still have a few places left on the sports trip to France in early July. 
We will stay at Club Correze, a purpose-built adventure camp, where we will practise and play 
rugby and enjoy lots of other sports, many of them involving water, but also archery, shooting, and 
other outdoor pursuits. 
The visit will include some coaching by a former England coach, who now coaches the Spanish 
rugby team.  A rare opportunity! The cost will be £445, which includes the coach journey, 
accommodation and meals. If your son is interested please contact Mrs Alison Burns, Admin 
Office. 

 

   
 

Mike Green, Trip Leader 
mgreen@wyverncollege.wilts.sch.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  
Hello, it’s Jon Kingsbury again with some useful updates for Wyvern Pupils thinking about their 
future options.... 
 
SEPTEMBER GUARANTEE  
  
Did you know that every young person leaving Year 11 this year is guaranteed an offer of an 
appropriate place to continue in learning, starting this September. This is called the September 
Guarantee . 
  
APPRENTICESHIPS ONLINE 
  
There is a new website where those who are interested in apprenticeships can register their 
interest, and search for apprenticeship vacancies using the new Apprenticeship Vacancy Matching 
Service 
  
www.apprenticeships.org.uk 
  
  
CONNEXIONS DROP-IN 
  
There is a lunchtime Connexions drop-in for quick queries between 1:00pm and 1:30pm on a 
Tuesday afternoon. You can find the Connexions PA either in the Conference Room or the 
Pastoral Room. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


